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Essays That Seek to Analyze 

the Concept of Justice

“ . . . a must read for anyone with a
serious interest in liberty and justice.”

—Stephan Kinsella, 
Book Review Editor, 

Journal of Libertarian Studies
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SURROUNDINGS

A New Collection of Powerful

Essays That Seek to Analyze 
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“Social philosophers, of all varieties, will find their preconceptions 
challenged here. Anthony de Jasay does, indeed, look at justice
and its surroundings ‘through a different window.’ And his totally
original arguments prompt urges to respond, even as frustration is
anticipated. Can any of the several conventional wisdoms survive
the provocative criticism that this book offers?”

—James M. Buchanan
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Jasay makes. On the one hand we have the ‘no fault’ or holistic approach.
According to this view, which Mr. Jasay strongly rejects, ‘things,’ ‘states of affairs,’
and the like may be deemed unjust for the simple reason that they do not coincide
with some preconceived normative ideal. So whatever is seen as undesirable or
morally reproachable according to some theory or other is therefore classified as
unjust. The opposite ‘fault finder’ or individualistic approach emerges if we insist
that the concept of justice can be applied only if ‘the putative injustice can be
clearly imputed to an unjust act or acts.’ ”

—Hartmut Kliemt

Anthony de Jasay

JUSTICE AND ITS
SURROUNDINGS

August 2002. 
6 x 9. 351 pages. 
Introduction, works
cited, index.
Quality paperback.
ISBN 0-86597-977-4. 
$10.00.



Order Form

The essays in Justice and Its Surroundings
were published in the 1990s in such well-
known journals as The Independent Review
and Critical Review. They are exceptionally
well suited for study and analysis by serious
readers seeking to better understand the
concept of justice.

COLLECTED ESSAYS:

PART ONE—THE NEEDLESS STATE

• Who Gave Us Order? On Exclusion,
Enforcement, and Its Wherewithal

• Taxpayers, Suckers, and Free Riders
• Prisoners’ Dilemma and the Theory of the State
• Is National Rational?
• Empirical Evidence

PART TWO—REDISTRIBUTION

• A Stocktaking of Perversities
• On Redistribution
• Disjunction, Conjunction

PART THREE—JUSTICE

• Justice as Something Else
• Justice
• On Treating Cases Alike
• Slicing the Cake Nobody Baked

PART FOUR—SOCIALISM

• Ownership, Agency, Socialism
• Market Socialism: “This Square Circle”

PART FIVE—FREEDOM

• Right, Wrong, and Economics
• The Paretian Liberal, His Liberties and His

Contracts
• The Bitter Medicine of Freedom

Liberty Fund Announces the Publication of
Justice and Its Surroundings

A profound work that helps all interested
readers explore and clarify the elusive
and controversial notion of justice.

O ne of the few genuinely original minds in
modern political philosophy, Anthony de
Jasay seeks to analyze and clarify what

justice really means in this groundbreaking collec-
tion of essays.

Justice and Its Surroundings discusses rival
notions that treat justice as something else. Jasay
writes, “Justice is justice, and not fairness, or

equality of some kind.” He goes on to say, “It is one of the most pervasive fallacies
of contemporary political theory that, one way or another, normatively if not posi-
tively, every unfilled need, every blow of ill luck, every disparity of endowments,
every case of conspicuous success or failure, and every curtailment of liberties, is
a question of justice. If this were so, justice would have swallowed up the entire
universe of social interactions and would have destroyed itself in the process.”

Jasay analyzes the roles of collective choice, redistribution, and socialism and the
claims that would enlist justice in their service. He poses several pivotal questions
for the reader to consider, including whether state authority is necessary, conven-
ient, or neither, and the primacy of convention and contract.

In clarifying what justice really means, Jasay shows that it is incompatible with
the modern, utopian notion of what he terms the “no-fault” concept of justice,
which seeks to use the power of the state to cure every deviation from some
“ideal” state of affairs. He concludes by examining the differences between rights
and freedoms.

Anthony de Jasay, an independent theorist, is the
author of Social Contract, Free Ride (1989), Choice,
Contract, Consent (1991), Against Politics (1997), 
and The State (1998), also published by Liberty
Fund. This new volume contains his critical 
analyses of the concept of justice and the social
issues that surround it.

Anthony de Jasay

JUSTICE AND ITS
SURROUNDINGS

5 easy ways to order:

1. Call toll-free 1-800-955-8335, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday-Friday.
2. Fax 1-317-579-6060.
3. E-mail books@libertyfund.org.
4. Visit our online catalog at www.libertyfund.org.
5. Complete and return the order form printed below.

Name ____________________________________________

Institution _________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________

City ______________________________________________

State/Province ____________________________________

Zip/Postal Code ____________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________

Fax ______________________________________________

E-mail Address (optional) _____________________________

SHIP TO (if different) 

Name ____________________________________________

Institution ________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________

City ______________________________________________

State/Province _____________________________________

Zip/Postal Code ____________________________________

PAYMENT METHOD

❏ Check/Money Order enclosed

❏ Purchase Order No. ______________________________

❏ Credit Card

❏ Discover   ❏ Visa   ❏ American Express   ❏ MasterCard 

Card No. __________________________________________

Expiration Date (this must be included) _____________________

Daytime Phone _____________________________________

Signature _________________________________________

E-mail (optional) _____________________________________

BJSG2

❏ YES. Please send my copy of Justice and Its Surroundings.

________  Quality paperback.  ISBN 0-86597-977-4.  $10.00.

________  Sales Tax (Indiana residents, please add 5% sales tax)

________  Total

Liberty Fund pays shipping on prepaid orders.

The Amagi imprint draws on the Liberty 
Fund tradition of republishing works that are
important to the understanding of a society of
free and responsible individuals, but are not
yet considered classics. Amagi books appear 
in affordable quality paperback with reader-
friendly typefaces, page layouts, and cover
designs. Amagi books encompass the
following subject areas: law, social analysis/
social science, intellectual history, political
theory, economics, political philosophy, and
literature. Forthcoming Amagi titles include:

Christianity and Classical Culture: A Study 
of Thought and Action from Augustus 

to Augustine

The Present Age: Progress and Anarchy in
Modern America

Rational Man: A Modern Interpretation of
Aristotelian Ethics

The cuneiform inscription for which this new
imprint is named also serves as a design
element in all Liberty Fund books. It is the
earliest-known written appearance of the word
“freedom” (amagi), or “liberty.” It is taken from
a clay document written about 2300 B.C. in the
Sumerian city-state of Lagash.

“It is absolutely essential to understand the force of one of the distinctions that
Jasay makes. On the one hand we have the ‘no fault’ or holistic approach.
According to this view, which Mr. Jasay strongly rejects, ‘things,’ ‘states of affairs,’
and the like may be deemed unjust for the simple reason that they do not coincide
with some preconceived normative ideal. So whatever is seen as undesirable or
morally reproachable according to some theory or other is therefore classified as
unjust. The opposite ‘fault finder’ or individualistic approach emerges if we insist
that the concept of justice can be applied only if ‘the putative injustice can be
clearly imputed to an unjust act or acts.’ ”

—Hartmut Kliemt

Anthony de Jasay

JUSTICE AND ITS
SURROUNDINGS

August 2002. 
6 x 9. 351 pages. 
Introduction, works
cited, index.
Quality paperback.
ISBN 0-86597-977-4. 
$10.00.



Order Form

The essays in Justice and Its Surroundings
were published in the 1990s in such well-
known journals as The Independent Review
and Critical Review. They are exceptionally
well suited for study and analysis by serious
readers seeking to better understand the
concept of justice.

COLLECTED ESSAYS:

PART ONE—THE NEEDLESS STATE

• Who Gave Us Order? On Exclusion,
Enforcement, and Its Wherewithal

• Taxpayers, Suckers, and Free Riders
• Prisoners’ Dilemma and the Theory of the State
• Is National Rational?
• Empirical Evidence

PART TWO—REDISTRIBUTION

• A Stocktaking of Perversities
• On Redistribution
• Disjunction, Conjunction

PART THREE—JUSTICE

• Justice as Something Else
• Justice
• On Treating Cases Alike
• Slicing the Cake Nobody Baked

PART FOUR—SOCIALISM

• Ownership, Agency, Socialism
• Market Socialism: “This Square Circle”

PART FIVE—FREEDOM

• Right, Wrong, and Economics
• The Paretian Liberal, His Liberties and His

Contracts
• The Bitter Medicine of Freedom

Liberty Fund Announces the Publication of
Justice and Its Surroundings

A profound work that helps all interested
readers explore and clarify the elusive
and controversial notion of justice.

O ne of the few genuinely original minds in
modern political philosophy, Anthony de
Jasay seeks to analyze and clarify what

justice really means in this groundbreaking collec-
tion of essays.

Justice and Its Surroundings discusses rival
notions that treat justice as something else. Jasay
writes, “Justice is justice, and not fairness, or

equality of some kind.” He goes on to say, “It is one of the most pervasive fallacies
of contemporary political theory that, one way or another, normatively if not posi-
tively, every unfilled need, every blow of ill luck, every disparity of endowments,
every case of conspicuous success or failure, and every curtailment of liberties, is
a question of justice. If this were so, justice would have swallowed up the entire
universe of social interactions and would have destroyed itself in the process.”

Jasay analyzes the roles of collective choice, redistribution, and socialism and the
claims that would enlist justice in their service. He poses several pivotal questions
for the reader to consider, including whether state authority is necessary, conven-
ient, or neither, and the primacy of convention and contract.

In clarifying what justice really means, Jasay shows that it is incompatible with
the modern, utopian notion of what he terms the “no-fault” concept of justice,
which seeks to use the power of the state to cure every deviation from some
“ideal” state of affairs. He concludes by examining the differences between rights
and freedoms.

Anthony de Jasay, an independent theorist, is the
author of Social Contract, Free Ride (1989), Choice,
Contract, Consent (1991), Against Politics (1997), 
and The State (1998), also published by Liberty
Fund. This new volume contains his critical 
analyses of the concept of justice and the social
issues that surround it.

Anthony de Jasay

JUSTICE AND ITS
SURROUNDINGS

5 easy ways to order:

1. Call toll-free 1-800-955-8335, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday-Friday.
2. Fax 1-317-579-6060.
3. E-mail books@libertyfund.org.
4. Visit our online catalog at www.libertyfund.org.
5. Complete and return the order form printed below.

Name ____________________________________________

Institution _________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________

City ______________________________________________

State/Province ____________________________________

Zip/Postal Code ____________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________

Fax ______________________________________________

E-mail Address (optional) _____________________________

SHIP TO (if different) 

Name ____________________________________________

Institution ________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________

City ______________________________________________

State/Province _____________________________________

Zip/Postal Code ____________________________________

PAYMENT METHOD

❏ Check/Money Order enclosed

❏ Purchase Order No. ______________________________

❏ Credit Card

❏ Discover   ❏ Visa   ❏ American Express   ❏ MasterCard 

Card No. __________________________________________

Expiration Date (this must be included) _____________________

Daytime Phone _____________________________________

Signature _________________________________________

E-mail (optional) _____________________________________

BJSG2

❏ YES. Please send my copy of Justice and Its Surroundings.

________  Quality paperback.  ISBN 0-86597-977-4.  $10.00.

________  Sales Tax (Indiana residents, please add 5% sales tax)

________  Total

Liberty Fund pays shipping on prepaid orders.

The Amagi imprint draws on the Liberty 
Fund tradition of republishing works that are
important to the understanding of a society of
free and responsible individuals, but are not
yet considered classics. Amagi books appear 
in affordable quality paperback with reader-
friendly typefaces, page layouts, and cover
designs. Amagi books encompass the
following subject areas: law, social analysis/
social science, intellectual history, political
theory, economics, political philosophy, and
literature. Forthcoming Amagi titles include:

Christianity and Classical Culture: A Study 
of Thought and Action from Augustus 

to Augustine

The Present Age: Progress and Anarchy in
Modern America

Rational Man: A Modern Interpretation of
Aristotelian Ethics

The cuneiform inscription for which this new
imprint is named also serves as a design
element in all Liberty Fund books. It is the
earliest-known written appearance of the word
“freedom” (amagi), or “liberty.” It is taken from
a clay document written about 2300 B.C. in the
Sumerian city-state of Lagash.

“It is absolutely essential to understand the force of one of the distinctions that
Jasay makes. On the one hand we have the ‘no fault’ or holistic approach.
According to this view, which Mr. Jasay strongly rejects, ‘things,’ ‘states of affairs,’
and the like may be deemed unjust for the simple reason that they do not coincide
with some preconceived normative ideal. So whatever is seen as undesirable or
morally reproachable according to some theory or other is therefore classified as
unjust. The opposite ‘fault finder’ or individualistic approach emerges if we insist
that the concept of justice can be applied only if ‘the putative injustice can be
clearly imputed to an unjust act or acts.’ ”

—Hartmut Kliemt

Anthony de Jasay

JUSTICE AND ITS
SURROUNDINGS

August 2002. 
6 x 9. 351 pages. 
Introduction, works
cited, index.
Quality paperback.
ISBN 0-86597-977-4. 
$10.00.



N
on

pr
of

it
O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

U
.S

. 
Po

st
ag

e
P

A
ID

In
di

an
ap

ol
is

, 
IN

Pe
rm

it
 N

o.
 4

47
4

P
la

ce
St

am
p

H
er

e

L
ib

er
ty

 F
u
n
d

O
rd

er
 D

ep
t.

 B
JS

G
2

83
35

 A
lli

so
n 

Po
in

te
 T

ra
il,

 #
30

0
In

di
an

ap
ol

is
, 

IN
 4

62
50

-1
68

4

83
35

 A
lli

so
n 

Po
in

te
 T

ra
il,

 #
30

0
In

di
an

ap
ol

is
, 

IN
 4

62
50

-1
68

4

A New Collection of Powerful

Essays That Seek to Analyze 

the Concept of Justice

“ . . . a must read for anyone with a
serious interest in liberty and justice.”

—Stephan Kinsella, 
Book Review Editor, 

Journal of Libertarian Studies

Anthony de Jasay

JUSTICE AND ITS
SURROUNDINGS

A New Collection of Powerful

Essays That Seek to Analyze 

the Concept of Justice

W
ha

t 
is

 t
he

 t
ru

e 
m

ea
ni

ng
 o

f 
ju

st
ic

e?
H

ow
 i

s 
in

ju
st

ic
e 

de
fi

ne
d?

A
nt

ho
ny

 d
e 

Ja
sa

y 
ex

am
in

es
 t

he
se

 p
ro

vo
ca

ti
ve

qu
es

ti
on

s 
in

 a
 n

ew
 c

ol
le

ct
io

n 
of

 e
ss

ay
s 

ce
rt

ai
n 

to
 c

ha
lle

ng
e 

re
ad

er
s’

co
nv

en
ti

on
al

 n
ot

io
ns

 
of

 ju
st

ic
e,

 r
ig

ht
s,

fr
ee

do
m

, 
an

d 
co

nt
ra

ct
.

A
nt

ho
ny

 d
e 

Ja
sa

y

JU
ST

IC
E 

A
N

D
 IT

S
SU

R
R
O

U
N

D
IN

G
S

“Social philosophers, of all varieties, will find their preconceptions 
challenged here. Anthony de Jasay does, indeed, look at justice
and its surroundings ‘through a different window.’ And his totally
original arguments prompt urges to respond, even as frustration is
anticipated. Can any of the several conventional wisdoms survive
the provocative criticism that this book offers?”

—James M. Buchanan
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“Social philosophers, of all varieties, will find their preconceptions 
challenged here. Anthony de Jasay does, indeed, look at justice
and its surroundings ‘through a different window.’ And his totally
original arguments prompt urges to respond, even as frustration is
anticipated. Can any of the several conventional wisdoms survive
the provocative criticism that this book offers?”

—James M. Buchanan


