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M any reference works offer

compilations of critical 
documents covering indi-

vidual liberty, local autonomy, constitutional
order, and other issues that helped to shape
the American political tradition. Yet because
these works are focused on single topics or
periods of history, many readers shy away

from them and thus miss out on the debate and life of ideas that
have charted our nation’s course from its founding to this very day.

The American Republic overcomes that knowledge gap by provid-
ing, in a single volume, critical, original documents revealing the
character of American discourse on the nature and importance of
local government, the purposes of federal union, and the role of 
religion and tradition in forming America’s drive for liberty.

The American Republic is divided into nine sections—each 
intended to illustrate the major philosophical, cultural, and policy
positions at issue during crucial eras of American political and 
cultural development:

1. Colonial Settlements and Societies
2. Religious Society and Religious Liberty in Early America
3. Defending the Charters
4. The War for Independence
5. A New Constitution
6. The Bill of Rights
7. State versus Federal Authority
8. Forging a Nation
9. Prelude to War

Readers will find documentary evidence of the purposes behind
European settlement, American response to English acts, the perva-
sive role of religion in early American public life, and perspectives in
the debate over independence.

Subsequent chapters examine the roots of American constitutional-
ism, Federalist and Anti-Federalist arguments concerning the need to
protect common-law rights, and the debates over whether the states

or the federal government held final authority in determining the course
of public policy in America. Also included are the discussions regarding
disagreements over internal improvements and other federal measures
aimed at uniting the nation, particularly in the area of commerce.

The final section focuses on the political, cultural, and legal issues lead-
ing to the Civil War. Arguments and attempted compromises regarding
slavery, along with laws that helped shape slavery, are highlighted. The
volume ends with the prelude to the Civil War, a natural stopping-off
point for studies of early American history.

From well-known documents like the Mayflower Compact . . .

To rarely read famous texts like Thomas Paine’s Common Sense . . .

From little-known gems like George Washington’s 
“Thanksgiving Proclamation” and Letters to Religious Associations . . .

To fiery conflicts like the fifth Lincoln-Douglas debate . . .

Order your copy of The American Republic today!

THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC
Primary Sources
Edited by Bruce Frohnen
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A NEW, SINGLE-VOLUME SOURCE
OF CRITICAL DOCUMENTS REVEALS THE CHARACTER OF AMERICAN

DISCOURSE ON THE TOPICS THAT MATTER MOST, FROM THE FOUNDING OF

OUR NATION TO THE ONSET OF THE CIVIL WAR.
[

5 EASY WAYS TO ORDER:

1. Call 1-800-955-8335, 8 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday–Friday.

2. Fax 1-317-579-6060.

3. E-mail books@libertyfund.org.

4. Visit our online catalog at www.libertyfund.org.

5. Complete and return the order form printed below.

“By placing within the covers of
one manageable volume critical,
original readings showing the
character of American arguments
over the nature and importance of
local government, the purposes of
federal union, the requirements 
of religious conscience, and the
prescriptive role of tradition, [this
volume] can spur more informed
consideration of the changing
character of the United States.”

—Bruce Frohnen, from the Introduction
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Bringing readers an
enriched understanding
of the development of
American politics and
the Republic’s tradition
of well-ordered liberty.
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